MELLING APPROACH TO MUSIC





'Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. A high quality music education should engage and inspire pupils to develop a love of music and their talent as musicians and so increase their self confidence, creativity and sense of achievement. As pupils progress they should develop a critical engagement with music allowing them to compose and to listen with discrimination to the best in the musical cannon. '                National Curriculum 2014


INTENTION - Aims and Principles
· To perform, listen to review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of great composers and musicians
·  To learn to sing , and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence
· To understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations.



IMPLEMENTATION - Quality First Approach
In Melling, music lessons:

· Have a simple, clear focus for each lesson, developed through all musical activities, so that pupils can listen and appraise a song or piece of music
· Develop pupils' aural skills through constantly modelling work 
· Develop the ability to hear and repeat sounds helping pupils to get better at music
· Have high expectations, giving constant attention to the quality of pupils musical responses
· Offer opportunities for pupils to listen and watch their musical recordings
· Give pupils opportunities to study different genres of music including songs and musicians that are relevant and current to them
· Give KS2 children the opportunity to learn to play a range of musical instruments delivered by a specialist music teacher
Inclusion
· At Melling Primary, music forms part of an inclusive curriculum, setting suitable learning challenges in response to children's diverse learning needs.

Enhancements
· All pupils have access to class music lessons, class performances and take part in assemblies. Theatre groups visit school to enhance the children’s experiences. KS2 children are all given opportunities to learn to play different musical instruments during high quality lessons delivered by a music specialist.













Lesson plan model for Melling's Music
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Home learning ‘own work’
Any child learning to play an instrument, attending a choir, taking singing lessons or are part of a performing arts group are encouraged to share their achievements at school. Children can play along with the specialist music teacher, for example, during ukulele lessons, bringing in their own instruments.  Great emphasis is placed on children completing ‘own work’ to show what they have learned independently or with support from adults at home.  ‘Own work’ is rewarded and children receive rewards in line with school policy for effort with furthering their own learning.
Champions
Children who are particularly enthusiastic about music are encouraged to become champions of the subject; ambassadors for music across the school.  They are recognised for putting exceptional effort into their music lessons. Champions assist in ways to promote music across the school as well as have a say in how to improve teaching and learning of the subject.
IMPACT 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Children will have opportunities to listen and appraise different genres of music and use their musical knowledge to describe the musical dimensions. For example,the pitch and tempo. Children will have the opportunity to listen to and watch their own musical recordings and evaluate their musical responses and improve accordingly.


Pre and post topic knowledge
Children will be introduced to a new piece of music, song or an instrument at the beginning of a topic and will be able to watch recordings of their progression through each topic and self/peer assessment will show how they have progressed with their learning.

Assessment in Music
 Music is assessed by the teacher during lessons based on the quality of their musical responses. Pupils are encouraged to self assess by watching or listening to their own recordings and discussing this with their peers and teacher during music lessons. 

Monitoring
The monitoring and evaluation of practise in music enables the progress of children to be seen within the class and in whole school contexts such as performances for other classes and parents.  Children are being asked across the school in each year group to give an insight into music through the eyes of a child. These findings are used to inform future planning to enhance teaching and learning.
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“I think music in itself is healing. It’s an explosive expression of  humanity. It’s something we are all touched by. No matter what  culture we’re from, everyone loves music.” ― Billy Joel    
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