




Dear Parents/Carers,


MELLING PRIMARY SCHOOL                             Year 2 Parents Information –  Autumn 2024

Welcome back to a new school year! It is my pleasure to welcome the children and their adults to be part of the Year Two family for the following year. The children now understand that they are the top of the infants and have a big responsibility to shine and become excellent role models to the remainder of the infants! We have had a busy week in Year Two and I can confidently say that I now know all my lovely children’s names now. We have a lot to look forward to this term, with many exciting discoveries to be made. Below, I have provided some information that I hope you will find useful.

Year 2 Staff

My name is Mr Fawcett and I have been fortunate enough to have been part of the Melling school family for four years (officially) now. Alongside being the teacher of Year Two, I am also responsible for Science throughout the school.  The children and I are excited and anxious to discover all the wonderful learning that takes place in Year Two. Additionally, we are also very fortunate to have Mrs Ashton, Mrs Thomas and Mr Pybus for learning support. Autumn Term Topics Literacy:
RWI Phonics – daily.

Adventure stories, Diary writing, Newspaper report, Instruction writing, Poetry as well as whole class and small group discussion.

We will be extending knowledge of grammar, punctuation and spelling through these topics.

Numeracy:

Place Value, Addition & Subtraction, Shape

We will be practising number bonds and times tables using the Melling Number Passports and Times Table Rock Stars (TTRS).

Science:

Uses of Everyday Materials

How was school different in the past?

Art & DT:

Baking and painting and sketching portraits.

R.E/PHSE:

  What is the ‘good news’ Christians believe Jesus brings?

  What is the ‘good news’ Christians say?

Music:

Composition using a range of instruments to create sounds inspired by certain songs

Computing:

Coding – programming and e-Safety

ICT will also be used to support learning across the curriculum.

Please discuss these topics with your child and, if possible, visit a library and share some books linked to the above themes. Your child is very welcome to bring any information that they find out at home into school to share with the rest of the class.

Reading

We have reimagined our reading system to ensure that children are given the highest quality reading intervention during the day. Consequently, children will be taught the skills of reading using alternative resources within school. Therefore, home reading books are only going to be read at home to avoid any missed opportunities for teaching time. Transitioning to higher infants is sometimes difficult for children, as there is an increased pressure for your children to access texts to complete work. Reading at home will alleviate
some of the pressure within school and ensure your child has a wonderful, broad and varied vocabulary. We ask that you please try to hear your child read at home regularly and fill in their reading record as this helps us to keep a record of their progress and any difficulties
they may have. We ask for a minimum of three home reads a week but children will benefit greatly and progress rapidly if they read for a short time each day.

 (
History:
)
Please focus on lots of quality questioning and discussion, rather than speeding through a number of books, as this will really help to develop and enhance your child’s comprehension skills, a big focus in Year Two. All children will have the opportunity to read a variety of texts during shared reading in literacy lessons and will be heard reading in guided reading activities on a regular basis. Children will also have the opportunity to read books of their own choice throughout the school week.

Children will be given a list of spellings in their homework each week to learn for a test the following week. It would be useful if you could help your child to practise the spellings at home before the test using whichever method your child finds most helpful, for example, the Look Say Cover Write Check method. New spellings will be given out on a Friday for a test on the following Friday. Gradually, they will also have a set of key words to learn to spell to help them with their writing in class.

Homework

Homework will be set online (Seesaw) on a Friday each week. Children will receive a piece of Literacy homework one week, followed by a piece of Maths homework the following week. I ask that homework is completed, each Friday, to reinforce the learning we have been doing in class. Children are also expected to regularly practise reading and spellings. They may want to undertake independent research related to the topic we are studying in class. As mentioned, library visits and the use of the Internet would be a very valuable way to help children with their research.

P.E.

P.E. days are on a Tuesday and Thursday. Children should come dressed in full P.E. kits on these days as it saves precious learning time. Suitable clothing such as tracksuits and sweatshirts will be needed as the weather begins to get colder.

General reminders

• Please remember that the school day begins at 8:55am and children should be ready to line up outside the classroom door.

• In the interest of your child’s safety, children must be collected by an adult at the Year
Two door at 3:05pm. Please bear with us at home time while we try to get to know the faces of the adults who collect the children, as this can take time!

[bookmark: _GoBack]• For health and safety reasons children are not permitted to wear jewellery to school other
than small stud earrings. We ask that earrings are not worn on P.E days as they must be removed for sport.

• Children are allowed to bring a bottle of still water to school (no juice or cordial please) to keep them hydrated throughout the day. Children must take their bottles home each day so that they can be refilled and they remain clean and fresh. It is preferable that children have a separate water bottle that is not part of their packed lunch, as it saves children having to take their fancy water bottles out on the playground at lunch.

• Children will receive fruit for morning break but are encouraged to bring in a healthy snack

• Please make sure that all of your childs clothing and lunch boxes are clearly labelled with their
name.








Parent/teacher appointments will be held later in the term – Wednesday 11th September. There are two different session, one being 3:14-4:00 and the second one being 4:05-5:00. In the meantime, if you have any questions or concerns, my door is always open. As I have mentioned previously, your children’s happiness and safety are my main priority so please contact me if you have any concerns. 

The class email is y2.melling@schools.sefton.gov.uk. Please do not hesitate to email me if you have any concerns or queries and I will aim to respond to you as soon as I can

Yours sincerely,

Mr Fawcett

Year Two Class Teacher
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